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The workshops requiring additional labour recruited young,
unmarried girls of their neighbours. Proper arrangements
were made for their boarding, lodging and recreation; in
spare time they were trained in useful domestic arts like
house-keeping, cooking, sewing, etc. Liaison between the
families of the girls and the factory was maintained through
the persons who introduced the girls to the factory. Girls
coming from poor families helped their parents with their
earnings while others accumulated money for setting up a
house after marriage. Social losses and costs involved in one
system and social gains and benefits arising out of the adop-
tion of the other are self-evident and need no further argu-
ments to prove their existence.
Besides social considerations,  the  questions  of modern
-military strategy are equally important.    New weapons like
the flying bomb and the atom bomb have almost sealed the
fate of big industrial concentrations and super-cities.   Exces-
sive concentration of population and industry in vulnerable
areas is undesirable.   After the establishment of the Socialist
Soviet Republics the Soviet Government acted with great
wisdom and foresight.   It created some of the biggest indus-
trial undertakings in the eastern region, remote from    any
possible attack by land or air.   The Ural mountains contain
several huge factories:    the 'Ural-Mash' at Sverdlovsk,   the
greatest agricultural machinery plant in Europe, a steel plaiat
at Novotagil, the 'metallurgical giant' at Magnitogorsk in the
southern Urals and a chain of chemical    factories    in   tne
western Urals.   The Russian industry spreads    beyond   the
Urals, far off to the east.   Stalinsk, which has an even bigger
steel plant than the one at Magnitogorsk, is situated 1,500
miles east of the Urals.    And farther still, new centres    of
industry like Khabarovsk and Voroshilovsk, have sprung up
in places which were formerly open steppe or fishing villages.
The mighty industrial structure in the Urals and beyond is
the backbone of Russia's war potential and a classic example
of foresight in industrial location from the point of view of
military strategy.13    In Great Britain and   other   countries
similar policies are being followed; firms engaged in the pro-
duction of armaments, the Government munitions factories
13 Walter Duranty: The Kremlin and the People. Also see pp. 259-60.